[image: image1.png]



Anti-Bullying Policy

At Hampton Magna Pre-School we recognise the fact that children are learning acceptable ways to behave in social situations. We encourage Cultural Capital and fundamental British Values to be explored and prevalent within the Pre-School environment.  
1. We understand that children need their own time and space to reflect upon and express their feelings about situations in positive ways.  It is important to support children in recognising their own feelings and emotions and to support them in understanding how others might be feeling.  
2. Children must be encouraged to recognise that physical or verbal aggression is not acceptable behaviour in any situation.  It is vital that children learn to respect one another and their individuality.  We want children to recognise that certain actions are right and that others are wrong.

3. Bullying takes many forms, and it is paramount that we actively work with the children to combat any form of bullying. It can be physical, verbal, or emotional, but it is always a repeated behaviour that makes other people feel uncomfortable or threatened.  Even at a young age, children may display such behaviours and it is vital that we sensitively overcome their thoughts, feelings and emotions, ensuring that they are supported to work with others positively.
4. Any form of bullying is unacceptable and will be dealt with immediately. At our Pre-School, staff follow the guidelines below to enable them to deal with children displaying any form of challenging behaviour:

· Staff are encouraged to ensure that all children feel safe, happy, and secure.
· Staff are encouraged to recognise that physical aggression in the early years is part of the child’s development and children should be supported to explore and channel those behaviours in a positive way.
· Children need to be supported to understand that using negotiation and problem solving skills is a positive way to resolve challenges with other children. Children will be supported to resolve problems effectively.
· Our staff are encouraged to adopt a policy of intervention when they think a child is being bullied, however mild or “harmless” it may seem.
· Staff are ready to initiate games and activities with children when they feel play has become aggressive, both indoors and outdoors.
· Any instance of bullying will be discussed fully with the parents of all involved, to look for a consistent resolution to the behaviour.
· If any parent or carer has a concern about their child, a member of staff will be available to discuss those concerns. It is only by co-operation that we can ensure our children feel confident and secure in their environment, both at home and in the Pre-School environment.
5. By positively promoting good behaviour, valuing co-operation, and instilling a caring attitude we hope to ensure that children will develop as resilient and responsible members of our local community, underpinning the fundamental British Values within society.
6. These values will be underpinned using the following methods:
·   Children will be provided with opportunities to share their own views and make valuable contributions.

· Staff will provide opportunities for turn taking, sharing and collaboration within the teaching and learning provided.

·  Staff will ensure that children understand their own and others’ behaviour and its consequences, learning to distinguish right from wrong.
· Staff can collaborate with children to create the codes of behaviour, for example, to agree the rules about tidying up and ensure that all children understand rules apply to everyone.

·  Provide opportunities for children to develop their self-knowledge, self- esteem and increase confidence in their own abilities.

· Allow children to explore the language of feelings and emotions.

· Support children to explore responsibility, reflect on their differences and understand we are free to have different opinions.

· Create an ethos of inclusivity and tolerance where views, faiths, cultures, and races are valued and children are engaged with the wider community. 
· Children will be supported to acquire a tolerance and appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures; know about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, faiths, communities, cultures, and traditions.

· Provide opportunities to share and discuss practices, celebrations, and experiences.  
· Staff should encourage model the importance of demonstrating tolerant behaviours such as sharing and respecting other’s opinions.  
·  The Pre-School promotes diverse attitudes and challenges stereotypes, sharing stories that reflect and value the diversity of children’s experiences and providing resources and activities that challenge gender, cultural and racial stereotyping.   
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