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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 

Statement

Hampton Magna Pre-School is committed to the inclusion of all children. All children have the right to be cared for and educated to develop their full potential alongside each other, through positive experiences to enable them to share opportunities and experiences and develop and learn from each other. 
We provide a positive and welcoming environment where children are included and supported according to their individual needs.  Each child’s needs are unique and therefore we ensure that there is universal provision for all children.  For some children, further support which is “additional to and different from” our universal provision is required.  We will ensure the early identification of any special educational need or disability, including gifted and talented children.
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Hampton Magna Pre-School are proud to have received an award for Warwickshire Inclusion Kite Marking Scheme (WIncKs).  Whilst all early years providers must make reasonable adjustments to ensure they are offering inclusive provision, the WIncKS award recognises and celebrates high quality SEND provision.
In considering our provision for special educational needs we will have regard for the SEN Code of Practice 2015, the Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (SENDA 2001) and Equality Act 2010 to ensure early identification of any Special Educational Need or Disability. including gifted and talented children.
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (2015) defines special educational needs as follows:

“A child or young person has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:

· has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age

· has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a     kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream-post 16 institutions.”
All early years providers have duties under the Equality Act 2010 in relation to children with SEN.  In particular:
‘they must not discriminate against, harass or victimise disabled children, and they must make reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and services for disabled children, to prevent them being put at substantial disadvantage. This duty is anticipatory – it requires thought to be given in advance to what disabled children and young people might require and what adjustments might need to be made to prevent that disadvantage. All publicly funded early years providers must promote equality of opportunity for disabled children’.
Identification and Assessment of children with SEND
We have regard for the Code of Practice 2015 when identifying young children’s needs.  The emphasis of our SEND policy is on early identification of any difficulties a child may have and offering an appropriate learning environment in which we provide a range of differentiated activities and experiences to meet individual needs. 

We aim to develop a genuine partnership with parents and will always consult with parents if we feel that a child is having difficulties.
The practice in our setting is as follows:
·  Informal observations across the setting
· Staff talk informally to parents to collect and share information and support the child

· A baseline assessment is completed for all children after approximately one-half term based on whole staff observations and key person records, identifying if development is on track or not on track

· Completion of a Communication Monitoring document for speech and language skills

· At Teaching Talking profile will be completed by the SENDCo 

· As soon as a child is identified as having additional needs the concerns are discussed with parents.  Details of the observations and assessments will be shared with parents or carers, and they will be asked to complete the Teaching Talking profile at home

· If necessary, an Individual Education Plan (IEP) will be developed with achievable short term measurable targets for the child

· With parents or carers permission the child’s name will be to the Special Needs Register

· IEP targets are reviewed every 6-8 weeks and when required, next steps and a new IEP will be written
· Parents or carers will be provided with information about SENDIAS including a leaflet

· After the first review of the child’s IEP the decision may be made, with parent or carer consent, to refer the child to external agencies including Speech and Language or Integrated Disability Service (IDS) for more specialist support

· Liaise with external agencies such as Health, Children’s Services, if involved, and collect any relevant information
· Continue the graduated approach and set new IEP targets, monitor progress and development and provide appropriate support as necessary

· Ensure full parental/carers involvement with their child’s I.E.P
· Ensure all relevant records and information are up to date and available to be shared with support services
· When the child is due to start reception class or transfers to another nursery, information is shared with the new setting with parental involvement and permission in the best interests of the child

· If, with parental agreement it is thought that the child will need an Education, Health Care Needs assessment, a request will be made to the Local Authority.
The name of the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDCo) for Hampton Magna Pre-School:  Katrina Jakeway

Role of SENDCo

· The SENDCo works closely with all staff to make sure that the Graduated Approach of plan, do and review in embedded and effective in identifying and assessing children with SEND
· Ensure that staff understand, are familiar with and follow the SEND practice as stated in this policy and provide advice and support to enable them to do this 
· Establishing a SEND Register, and ensuring it is kept up to date.
· Promoting effective relationships with parents of children with SEND
· Signpost parents to SENDIAS for support
· Liaising with other professionals and agencies as appropriate

· Promoting staff development in relation to SEND and ensuring appropriate SEND training for staff
· Making referrals to external agencies to ensure there is effective support for individual children as needed
· Monitoring the SEND Policy and setting dates for evaluation and review
· Ensure Individual Education Plans are in place and our reviewed regularly and shared with parents and other professionals
· Ensure appropriate teaching arrangements, resources and equipment are in place so children meet IEP targets and make progress
· Gather information and keep records
· Liaise with the Pre-School Management committee and contribute to any written reports on SEND made by the Committee to parents or carers
· Writing requests for Educational Health Care Needs Assessments (EHCNA)
Working with Parents and Carers

We are committed to working with parents or carers as an integral part of Pre-School life in the provision of children’s individual needs.  We share information with parents or carers and fully involve them in their child’s education and to ensure that they are kept informed about their child’s progress.  Parent or carer permission will always be sought if we feel that it will be of benefit to the child to be placed on the Special Educational Needs Register at any level.  

Referrals to outside agencies are always made with parental permission. Parents or carers always share the task of setting and reviewing IEP targets with the SENDCo. We promote further links with parents and carers of young children within the community, through close liaison with Health Visitors. In this way we are increasingly able to establish relationships with families of children with special needs and supporting them from a very early age.

We are committed to working with any child who has special educational needs or disabilities to enable the child to make full use of the Pre-School’s facilities. All children with special needs have a right to a broad and well-balanced education.

SENDIAS

We offer parents or carers the opportunity to contact the Warwickshire SEN and Disability Information, Advice and Support (SENDIAS).  This is a free service providing information, advice and support on all matters relating to special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).  They work in partnership with parents and carers to achieve positive outcomes for children with SEND.  The contact details are as follows:

Kids

Exhall Grange Specialist School, Easter Way, off Pro Logis Park, Coventry, CV7 9HP

                Telephone: 02476 366054
                Email:  warwickshire@kids.org.uk
A leaflet will be given to parents or carers to enable them to make informed choices.
At Hampton Magna Pre-School, we feel it is paramount to find out as much as possible about a particular child’s condition and the way that affects their educational needs by:

· Liaising with the child’s parents or carers
· Liaising with any professional agencies

· Reading any reports that have been prepared

· Attending any review meetings with the local authority

· Regularly monitoring observations carried on the child’s development

Learning Environment 
· Include all children in our provision through planning and adaptation of activities; our teaching and learning enables children to lead their own learning, take account of significant interests and therefore enhance opportunities based upon interests and needs
· Teaching styles are adapted to deliver learning activities to children with different individual needs
· Provide staff with the skills to help support parents and children with SEND
· All children are monitored continuously through observation, professional discussion, evidence, photographs, and assessments
· Through differentiation, we provide an environment that is challenging, rewarding, stimulating and free from bias and stereotyping, for all of our children
· Depending on specific individual needs, the following are things considered: 
· Space, layout, and presentation of the environment
· Noise level
· Lighting
· Accessibility to areas and resources
· Opportunities for quiet play / being quiet

· Practical social rules and expectations 
· Staffing ratios
· Group size
· Effective communication
·  Alternative communication is used such as signs, symbols and Makaton
· Information is provided in a variety of forms
·  Multi-sensory resources are used where possible
· Provide alternative methods of communication to include the use of Makaton and Picture Exchange Communication (PECS)
· Promote positive images and role models during play experiences of those with special educational needs and disabilities wherever possible
·   Celebrate diversity in all aspects of play and the curriculum
· Ensure that our inclusive admissions practice ensures equality of access and opportunity

·   Ensure that children’s transition to school is as smooth as possible, ensuring continuity of care for the child and their parents or carers
· We will ensure that we share all relevant information with the receiving school to aid the transition process
· Ensure that there is a care plan in place, for any children who have additional medical needs; this will be developed in conjunction with an appropriate Healthcare Professional
Complaints 
Complaints about our SEND provision are dealt with initially by the SENDCO. If no satisfactory outcome is reached, the following process is followed until the situation is resolved:
· Discussion with the Pre-School Manager and / or Committee Chairperson

· Parents are reminded of Warwickshire SENDIASS who will provide support. Policy created November 2014 updated February 2015 reviewed January 2016 and December 2018 (Details of our official complaints procedure are also available in our School.)

Any complaints regarding this policy will be referred to the SENDCo in the first instance. 
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